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Press Release

York Quakers to Hold Meeting for Worship with a Concern to End Torture January 18th

York Friends Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) joins faith groups across the nation in responding to the call from the National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT) to observe ten days of prayer from Jan 11 to Jan 20 to end torture.  They invite all concerned citizens to join them at 9:30am Sunday, January 18 at the Quaker Meetinghouse, 135 West Philadelphia Street in York for a Meeting for Worship with a concern for ending torture.  

The fastest way to halt U.S.-sponsored torture is for President-elect Obama to issue an executive order based on the principles in NRCAT's Declaration of Principles shortly after he is sworn in as our new President on January 20th.  President-elect Obama has consistently stated his opposition to torture and  NRCAT has been leading advocacy efforts with Congress and Obama’s transition team to support such an executive order.  But as a moral issue as well as a political one, the call for prayer has been issued, supported by Biblical and other educational resources downloadable from their website, www.nrcat.org      

 
NRCAT began in January, 2006, after Dr. George Hunsinger convened "Theology, International Law, and Torture: A Conference on Human Rights and Religious Commitment" at Princeton Theological Seminary. At the conference, the "Torture is a Moral Issue" statement was released with 49 initial endorsers, a list of endorsers which has grown to over 18,000 nationwide.  

Since then, tens of thousands of people of diverse faith traditions, including evangelical Christians, mainline Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox Christians, Quakers, Unitarians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs, and Hindus, as well as representatives of over 130 religious organizations, have been working together to end U.S.-sponsored torture. 

For more information about the National Religious Campaign Against Torture and the 
Declaration of Principles for an executive order banning torture:  www.nrcat.org
For more information about York Friends Meeting: www.yorkfriendsmeeting.org or call Pat Long at 767-4011
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