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= They consider
torture to be a
moral and a
political issue.
By MELISSA NANN BURKE:
Dty Recont Sy N
Loeal Quakers are re-
lieved to finally have the
‘promise they asked for re-
‘peatedly: a government
‘pledge {6 ban forture.

President Barack Obamma
‘signed executive orders

Thursday to shut down the

harsh interrogation tech-
niques.

“I thought it was an excel-
lent irststep, and we need o
make sure we keep attention
o his issue,” Pat Lang of
‘West Manchester Township.
said of Obama's action.

“Anythig our country
does should be in compliance
with the law and the Geneva
Convetions”

‘Obama's announcement

came days after Quakers of
the York Friends Meeling
Jan. 18 o their concern for
‘ending torture.

‘A range of religious tradi-
tions declare torture o be im-
‘moral

‘The Quakers' commitment
to noniolence stems from
their beliefthat “there is that
of God in every person”—
thus, violence against anothet
isviolence against God's
image.

"The York Friends Meeting

Quakers applaud torture ban

‘sext numerous lefers o fed-
el and state lawmakers
about ending torture, men:
bers said.

‘The meeting s also partof
4 ational, inerfaith coalition
that asked Obama to outlaw
torture by the U, gorern-
‘ment on his first day in office:
o soon after:

‘The National Religious
‘Campaign Against Torture,
‘hieh represents more than

30 Christian, Jewish and.

Mustin groups, urged Obama
10 “help the United States to
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They sought a_ national
standard for treatment and
interrogation of prisoriers, a
‘ban on secret prisons and ad-
berence to “the golden ule”

“From a faith perspective,
Jesus said, ‘Do unlo others as
would have done o you,

said Dayid Fitz, who atfends
the Yorl Meeting.

“T don't think torture or in-
torvogation of  captured
people is exempt from that —
@ trutly that many religious
traditions also bold ™

Lonk of Ve Macchser
Township, said it important
that the US. abide by such
‘standards, not only for moral
reasons but also because of
how it ¢ould affeet US. mili-
tary personnel,

“I have a son who was in
the Army and in Irag. As a
practical matter, T think we
want 10 treat our prisoners
the way we want our military
treated if they " were -cap-
tured”

Elizabeth Koopman, who
also attends the York Meet-
ing, said she was relieved
Obama followed. through on
what had been a campaign
‘promise.

“It's 5o visible and & great
beacon,” Koopman said of the
order,

Leada Dietz of York said
she and others will watch for
the recommendations of a
task foree Obama appointed
to_review detainee policy
oing forward.

“If their findings roturn us
to ‘waterboarding’s OK.' then
our work isu't done,” she said.
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