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B SR SEIP: The group
will host a public meditation
| and prayer event Sunday.

By EYANA ADAH NCHILLAN
‘The Yorh Dispatch

There's a part of the God’s
spirit in everyone,

With this Quaker belief in
‘mind, no one should be tortured,
said Leada Dietz, member of the
York Mesting of the Religious So-
ciety of Friends.

“Torture becomes an attack on
God, essentially,” she said, “Tor-
ture'is a moral iésue, and i
appropriate concern for religi
groups to weigh in on this
and seck spiritual intervention
through prayer and meditation.”

AsUS. officials grapple with
the country’s policy on torture,
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the York Quakers are joining the
efforts of the Washinglon, D.C-
based National Religious Cam-
i Againet orture sroup that

‘has dmlaged a ‘Declaration of

Principles,” declaring torture o
moral issue, according to its Wels
site at www.nreat.org.

‘The organization is asking
President-elect Barack Obama to
deliver an executive order to halt

'U.8.-sponsored torture, according
to the Web site.
Local meeting: The York

Friends Meeting s inviting the
public o participate in its Moet-
ing for Worship with & Concern
for Ending Torture at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday.

In accordance with their
Quaker tradition, worship will be
done in a meditative format, with
‘members remaining quiet until

» The York Friends Meeting is
inviting the public to participate in
its Meeting for Worship With a

... Concer for Ending Torture at .

9:30 am. Sunday at the Quaker
Meetinghouse, 135 W. Philadel-
phia St.

God's spirit moves them to speak.
On Sunday, the meditation will
focus on torture, Dietz said.

“We're listening for what the
spirit is saying about this partic-
ar issue, or if we're being called
to do something about it or say
something about if,” she said.

National: Dietz said the York
Friends Meeting is holding the
worship event in response to
NRCAT's request that religious
organizations nationwide observe
10 days of prayer from Sunday,
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Jan. 11, to Tuesday, Jan, 20, to
end torfure:

Created ini 2006, the organiza-
tion consists of more than 200 re-
ligious groups from various faith
traditions, including Buddhism,
Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism
and Islam,

‘While the religious groups
‘have varying belief systems, they
have similar principles that teach
that torbure, and overall mal-
treatment of anyone, is wrong,
Dieta said,

“This is common thepi to all
major religions, to do unto others
a5 you would have them do unto
you or don't do unto others as you
don't want them to do unto you,”
she said.

— Reach Byana Adah McMillan
at 5055438 or ememillan@york-
dispalch.cam,





